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For us, Georgians, the homeland of
wine is certainly Georgia, but only

a handful of academics and wine
connoisseurs knew about it in the world
before our country regained its lost
independence.
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There are several reasons, both
subjective and objective, for this, the
main one being that the voice of an
occupied country is weak, so the rest
of the world knew practically nothing
about Georgia.
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Perhaps didn’t even suspect it existed
at all. At the end of the 20th century,
as soon as Georgia regained the
independence taken by Soviet Russia,
the oldest and most unique kinds of
grapevine began to be revived. That’s
why now, in the 21st century we are
obliged to introduce ourselves to the
world, because, sadly, not many are
aware that apart from being a country
of ancient civilization and culture,
Georgia is also the homeland of wine.
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The present book is based on the
premise supporting that theory,
something we firmly believe in. Further,
itis an attempt to explain why we
believe it is so despite the fact that the
opinions of experts can differ in this
regard.
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Nobody argues, however, that Georgia
is the home of the unique polyphonic
singing, that it is one of the oldest
Christian countries where the first novel
was written in the 5th century in its
native language or that it is the land of
a unique culinary culture. Yet, whatever
the Georgian nation has created over
the centuries is directly linked to wine.
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It was wine culture that defined our
architecture, literature and all traits
of our character: wine shaped our
traditions and tastes, our freedom
and love, our life and death. Our life
starts with wine when our birth is
welcomed with the first toast. Wine
accompanies our lives and even
after death it continues to be part of
us because one’s name is invariably
mentioned in toasts, thus immortalized,
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even if only in toasts. Such a secret

to immortality must have appeared
when the ancestors of modern
Georgians discovered the wild vine
and domesticated it. The emergence
of the cultivated grapevine must have
marked the beginning of the Georgian
civilization.
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There are certainly other nations with a
similar ancient culture of domesticated
grapes as well as other countries

with rich wine traditions, but wine has
played an exclusive role in the history
of our country and its people, serving
a significant function throughout. Each
country might be associated with a
particular taste, smell and colour,

and for me the taste and smell of my
homeland is linked with a wine cellar,
while the colour is that of a vine leaf.
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That’s why | wish our national flag
featured it, communicating to the rest
of the world that Georgia is the home
of wine through heraldic symbolism. It
is easy to visualize such information: a
small country between two seas, the
home of the domesticated vine and
wine production.




